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QUESTIONNAIRE TO EVALUATE THE 
DESERTIFICATION INDICATOR SYSTEM FOR MEDITERRANEAN EUROPE (DIS4ME)
What do we want to know and why?

We hope you will be interested in the work of the DESERTLINKS project and especially the Desertification Indicator for Mediterranean Europe (DIS4ME) that we are developing. We are currently evaluating this prototype version of DIS4ME to see how far it meets the needs of scientists, policy makers and land users (such as farmers or NGOs) for information about the processes of desertification.

We would like you to explore DIS4ME on our website, http://www.kcl.ac.uk/desertlinks, (the username is "desertlinks" and the password is "dis4me") and would be very grateful if you could take a few minutes to complete this questionnaire. We will use your reply to guide our further revisions of the system.

The questionnaire is in four sections

· About yourself 

· General questions 

· Questions relating to specific DIS4ME pages 

· Your recommendations for further improvement, evaluation of the tools provided, and assessment of data availability in your area.
We would be very grateful if you could complete as much of it as you can.

Please return the questionnaire as soon as possible to us by email: desertlinks@medalus.demon.co.uk

Many thanks and best wishes,

Jane Brandt and Nichola Geeson

(on behalf of DESERTLINKS)

About yourself

	name:
	

	postal address:
	

	telephone/fax:
	

	email:
	

	main area of expertise:
	

	the reason you are interested in DIS4ME:
	

	date on which you carried out the evaluation:
	


General questions

	
	Good
	Fairly good
	Not good
	Poor

	Is it clear what the purpose of the DIS4ME is and how it can be used?
	
	
	
	

	We have tried to present the information in a popular scientific style. How clear did you find the language used? 
	
	
	
	

	How easy was it for you to navigate your way around DIS4ME?
	
	
	
	

	In general, how well does DIS4ME address your particular requirements as a scientist, policy maker, farmer, or student, etc.?
	
	
	
	

	Did you find that DIS4ME helped you to better understand the processes of desertification? 
	
	
	
	

	If you have ticked the “not good” or “poor” box for any question, please explain your reasons and suggest what improvements can be made. 




Questions relating to specific pages

We are NOT asking you to look at and evaluate every page! But, please will you indicate which pages you found of particular interest and rate them according to the quality of information provided (4 good, 3 fairly good, 2 not good, 1 poor).

	DIS4ME page
	Visited?
	Information rating
(4 to 1)
	Calculation tool rating 
(4 to 1)

	DESERTIFICATION AND DIS4ME:

	Introduction
	
	
	-----

	Questions and answers
	
	
	-----

	Take part in the DIS4ME evaluation
	
	
	-----

	INDICATORS

	About indicators
	
	
	-----

	
Choosing and using indicators
	
	
	-----

	
Development of DIS4ME
	
	
	-----

	
Sources of indicators for DIS4ME
	
	
	-----

	
Review of other indicator systems
	
	
	-----

	Indicators list
	
	
	-----

	
Individual indicator descriptions (please list those you visited)
	

	
e.g. population density
	
	
	-----

	
	
	
	-----

	
	
	
	-----

	DIS4ME database
	(not fully functional yet)

	Desertification issues
	
	
	-----

	
Land abandonment
	
	
	-----

	

Table of related indicators
	
	
	-----

	
Increase in intensive irrigated agriculture
	
	
	-----

	

Table of related indicators
	
	
	-----

	
Overgrazing
	
	
	-----

	
Deforestation
	
	
	-----

	

Table of related indicators
	
	
	-----

	
Littoralisation
	
	
	-----

	

Table of related indicators
	
	
	-----

	
Inappropriate dry farming practices on marginally productive land
	
	
	-----

	

Table of related indicators
	
	
	-----

	
Changes in the economic activity in desertification affected areas
	
	
	-----

	

Table of related indicators
	
	
	-----

	
Degradation of the physical environment
	
	
	-----

	

Table of related indicators
	
	
	-----

	
Changes in the availability of water resources
	
	
	-----

	

Table of related indicators
	
	
	-----

	
Changes in the social structure
	
	
	-----

	

Table of related indicators
	
	
	-----

	
Institutional organisation to combat desertification
	
	
	-----

	

Table of related indicators
	
	
	-----

	USING AND COMBINING INDICATORS

	Headline indicators
	
	
	-----

	Expert System for evaluating the Environmental Sensitivity Index (ESI) for a local area
	
	
	

	
How to use the system
	
	
	-----

	
Methodology
	
	
	-----

	
Examples of use
	
	
	-----

	Developing scenarios
	
	
	-----

	Desertification risk
	
	
	-----

	
Salinisation risk
	
	
	

	
Methodology
	
	
	-----

	
Erosion risk: Pine forest
	
	
	

	

Methodology
	
	
	-----

	
Erosion risk: Cereals
	
	
	

	

Methodology
	
	
	-----

	
Erosion risk: Olives
	
	
	

	

Methodology
	
	
	-----

	
Erosion risk: Pasture
	
	
	

	

Methodology
	
	
	-----

	
Erosion risk: Vines
	
	
	

	

Methodology
	
	
	-----

	
Erosion risk: Oaks
	
	
	

	

Methodology
	
	
	-----

	ManPras 
	
	
	

	ManData
	
	
	

	National and Mediterranean-wide spatial scales
	
	
	-----

	Indicators and NAPs
	
	
	-----

	
UNCCD Implementation
	
	
	-----

	
Annex IV
	
	
	-----

	
Portugal
	
	
	-----

	
Spain
	
	
	-----

	
Italy
	
	
	-----

	
Greece
	
	
	-----

	LINKING SCIENCE AND STAKEHOLDERS:

	Disseminating information
	
	
	-----

	Consulting stakeholders
	
	
	-----

	
Alentejo stakeholders group
	
	
	-----

	
Guadalentín stakeholders group
	
	
	-----

	
Agri stakeholders group
	
	
	-----

	
Lesvos stakeholders group
	
	
	-----

	
Workshop 1: Views and problems of stakeholders
	
	
	-----

	
Workshop 2: Land management measures to combat desertification
	
	
	-----

	
Workshop 3: Factors affecting decision making
	
	
	-----

	Using DIS4ME
	
	
	-----

	
Crete (OLIVERO)
	
	
	-----

	
Italy (DesertNet)
	
	
	-----

	
Mediterranean Basin (DISMED)
	
	
	-----

	Evaluation results
	
	
	-----


Your recommendations for further improvement, evaluation of the tools provided, and assessment of data availability in your area.

	Do you have any suggestions for improving the structure or contents of DIS4ME?


	

	Can you suggest any areas where the information (e.g. descriptions of indicators or processes) should be expanded or clarified?


	

	Are there any specific desertification problems that we are not addressing?


	

	Have you used any of the tools (i.e. ESI tool, tool to calculate desertification risk from salinisation or erosion under various land uses) to assess desertification in your own area? If so how accurate or appropriate were the results the tools gave?


	

	Have you assessed the availability of data in your area for any of the indicators? If so for which indicators were data available/unavailable.


	


THANK YOU VERY MUCH FOR YOUR CO-OPERATION

